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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 

Conservation Commission Meeting 
Meeting Minutes – July 2, 2018 

 
Note:  Minutes are subject to review, correction, and approval by the Commission. Review, correction, and approval of minutes generally 

occur at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Commission. 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting of the Swanzey Conservation Commission was called to order by Chair Wally Smith at 4:00 p.m. at 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway, Swanzey, NH. Committee Members Present: Chair Smith, Linda Hunt, 
Bob Goodrich, Roberta Visser and Beverly Bernard.  
 
ABSENT  
Miguel Picanco, Jane Johnson 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Bruce Bohannon 
 
MINUTES 

o Minutes of June 4, 2018 were considered. Motion by Hunt to approve the Minutes of June 4, 2018. There 
was a second by Goodrich. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC INPUT 
The Chair asked for public input and Bohannon was there to speak about the dirt road at the Riley property. He 
asked about the possibility of putting in a culvert under the dirt road which leads to the rail trail since the land is 
wet and needs a culvert. The members discussed the possibility that this would be a Department Public Works 
(DPW) project. Bohannon said he would also like to see the grass mowed. Bohannon volunteered to speak to 
Mike Johnson about the possibility of mowing that land. Bohannon said the area is supposed to be a flood 
mitigation area. Smith said he would approach DPW about a culvert. 
 
Bohannon left the meeting and the members continued discussion about the invasive species at the site and the 
fact that mowing might encourage more invasive species growth. It was noted that in the past a field specialist 
had recommended getting rid of invasive species with specific treatments done at certain times of the year and 
not to mow. The members decided by consensus not to have any mowing done this year and Bernard sent an 
email to Bohannon informing him of that decision. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Natural Resources Inventory 
Smith provided a brief update. 
 
Heffermon/Ward Shoreland Permit application 
Smith provided a sample New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NH DES) Shoreland Permit 
Application. 
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Local Garden Club Activities 
Discussion was held about the good job done by the Garden Club beautifying Swanzey. Consensus was to send a 
thank you note and Bernard volunteered to research who to send it to. Discussion was also held about the 
possibility of donating some funds to the club for their work. Visser suggested asking them to use the funds to 
either purchase milkweed plant to attract monarch butterflies or to build a butterfly bed of plants to encourage 
butterflies in general. 
 

Visser moved to donate $50.00 to Old Homestead Garden Club, second by Hunt, and no further 
discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
Bernard will get check from the Finance Office and send it to the club along with a thank you note in appreciation 
of the work they do for the town. 
 
Old Home Day Table 
Bernard suggested that the members consider having a table at Old Home Day to encourage visitors to learn 
about the Conservation Commission and to encourage consideration by folks to join us in our work. July 21st is the 
date. Goodrich said he isn’t available and Hunt is not available. After discussion it was decided to wait until next 
year when there would be more time to plan. There was a discussion about a planning session to be held at the 
beginning of next year. 
 
Hikes 
There was a discussion about the possibility of sponsoring hikes in the fall. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
Ballou Restoration Status 
Smith passed out an email from David Patrick, Director of Conservation Programs with The Nature Conservancy, 
who is responsible for keeping in contact with the Conservation Commission for progress with the Ballou 
Restoration project. The letter stated that planting was complete. Smith said that the Conservancy has not yet 
asked for the funds that the Conservation Commission agreed to donate to the project in 2017. Smith noted the 
Nature Conservancy needs to provide a Tax ID and an invoice in order to receive the funds. Smith suggested a 
walk-through of the property to be guided by someone from the Nature Conservancy so as to see the restoration 
efforts, and the rest of the members agreed that would be a good idea. Smith will contact the Conservancy for a 
possible date for the walk-through. 
 
Conservation Land Stewardship Program Monitoring Status 
Smith read a note from Picanco which said he hasn’t yet sent the reports to the State. There was a discussion 
about how to get the reports done. Smith will call Picanco and ask him to verbalize what he saw with his 
walk-through of the Muster property and Honey Hill and Smith will fill out the forms. Bernard offered to work 
with Smith if the forms need to be submitted electronically. 
 
Canyon Springs/Edon Tap Estates Update 
Smith provided an update of the number of extensions given to this developer. It is has been over a year since the 
initial application was made for an Alteration of Terrain permit. NH DES Gloria Andrews, P.E., said an additional 
month extension was given to the developer to July 29, 2018. 
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OTHER BUSINESS 
South Road Violation 
Smith passed out a copy of a letter of complaint from NH DES for possible violations regarding not having a 
wetlands permit prior to excavating, removing, dredging, filling or construction any structure in or on any bank, 
flat, marsh, bog, or swamp, in and adjacent to waters of the state or within 100 feet of a designated prime 
wetland. At letter went to Mr. Lynwood Patnode, Jr. who owns the South Branch Group, which is operating on the 
South Road property. 
 
Department of Public Works (DPW) Changes 
Smith passed out a description of the Director of Public Works position that is being vacated by current Director 
Lee Dunham, who is retiring. 
 
Expenditure Report 
Smith passed out the most recent report and there was no further comment. 
 
NH Fish & Game 
Smith said a “thank you” was received from NH Fish & Game for a donation made by the Commission. 
 
Bent Trees 
Goodrich said a woman came into Town Hall with a bundle of copper wire she had removed from sapling trees on 
Mt. Caesar. Goodrich said the woman said someone is using heavy gauge wire to tie saplings down in order to 
bend them to make chairs. The land is owned by the Town of Swanzey and the general public may not, without 
permission, use the trees for private profit. Goodrich said he reported the incident to the Code Enforcement 
Officer who will be speaking to the person who is tying down the saplings. Goodrich said Code Enforcement 
Officer Jasmin will give us an update when he learns more. 
     
ADJOURNMENT 
There was a motion to adjourn by Hunt with a second from Goodrich. All were in favor. Adjournment occurred at 
5:36 p.m. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary 


